
Miranda Sheridan
This will be Miranda's fourth year teaching, but her first year in Santa Fe. She is coming 

from Dickinson ISD where she taught second grade for three years. She graduated from 

UHCL in 2018. She has an 11-month-old daughter, McKenna, who is the sweetest and 

happiest baby ever. When she's not teaching, she is traveling! Her favorite place to go 

with her family is Disney. She is so excited to join the Santa Fe ISD family because of how 

highly her friends talk about working here. She cannot wait for the 2022-2023 school 

year! She will be teaching at Barnett Elementary. Please welcome Miranda to our 

TRIBE!

 

Alexis Buck

Alexis graduated from Texas A&M University in 2012 with a Bachelor’s degree in 

Communications then from the University of Houston Clear Lake in 2015 with a 

Master’s degree in Multicultural Studies in Education. She has 7 years of experience 

as a classroom teacher. She is married to her college sweetheart, and they have 3 

rescue dogs and a rescue bunny. She chose Santa Fe ISD because she wanted to go 

back to the place where her teaching career started many years ago as a substitute 

teacher. She is most excited to get to know the staff and students at Santa Fe Junior 
High and have a great 2022-2023 school year!  Please welcome Alexis to our TRIBE!

Jayne Carr
Jayne is from Jacksonville, TX. She attended Lamar University in Beaumont, TX where she 

earned both her Bachelor's and Master's degrees. She is certified in 4-8 math and science, 

EC-6 ESL generalist, and EC-8 Special Education. Soon she hopes to add Educational 

Diagnostician to her collection of certifications. She has taught grades 4-8 in Lumberton, 

Beaumont, Palestine, and Jacksonville over the past 14 years. She and her husband have 

raised 7 children who have now left the nest and produced 4 precious grandbabies (and 

one on the way). They are enjoying their empty nest adventures with their Boxer, Axel. 

They love off-roading in their Jeeps, exploring the wilderness as often as they can. Their 

travels always produce new stories to relate math back to her students.  She applied with 

Santa Fe ISD after speaking to strangers about the various school districts in the area. She 

is so excited to be a part of a district with a reputation for caring for its students. She will 

be teaching at Santa Fe Junior High. Please welcome Jayne to our TRIBE!

Robyn Lorkovic

Robyn is very excited to begin her teaching career at Santa Fe Junior High for 

the 2022-2023 school year! She graduated from the University of Houston in 

2015 with a Bachelor of Communication degree. Prior to pursuing teaching, 

she worked in hospitality, marketing, and insurance for several years. She 

enjoys cooking, hiking, and spending time with friends and her cat, Poppy. 

Please welcome Robyn to our TRIBE!

Katelyn Rose

This will be Katelyn's first-year teaching and she is so excited! She looks 

forward to meeting her students and getting to know them. She is also 

excited to teach in the same district she went to school in. She graduated 

from Texas State University. Her hobbies include reading and playing with 

her dog, Izzy! Katelyn will be an elementary teacher in SFISD for the 2022-

2023 school year. Please welcome Katelyn to our TRIBE!
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Jorja Briggs
Jorja graduated from Grand Prairie High School and attended the University of Texas at 

Arlington where she earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre. She has been teaching 

for 13 years. She was a stay-at-home mom for many years but is ecstatic to be teaching. She 

cannot wait to start at Santa Fe Junior High where she will be teaching Theatre Arts. She 

and her husband are relocating from the Dallas-Fort Worth area to Crystal Beach. They 

just celebrated 30 years of marriage! They have 2 children. Kaitlin is graduating from Law 

School at Penn State in May. Collin graduated from Collin College with an Associates 

Degree in General Studies and currently works for 903 Broadband. They have 2 dogs -- a 

chocolate Lab and an Italian Greyhound. She is an avid reader! As a family, they like to 

travel to beaches. They love Galveston! They have also traveled to Puerto Vallarta, Jamaica 

(twice), Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Playa del Carmen, South Padre Island, Corpus Christi, 

and Bimini (in the Bahamas). Please welcome Jorja to our TRIBE!

 

Gretchen Patek
Gretchen graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University with a bachelor's degree in 

Forestry and Wildlife Management. She also has an associate's degree in Veterinary 

Technology and a certification in dog grooming. She loves animals and currently has dogs 

and a tortoise. Her hobbies include camping, hunting, fishing, and water sports.  She has a 

2-year-old daughter named Grace who loves the outdoors and animals just as much as she 

does. She previously worked at Angleton Junior High and Lufkin High School. She was also 

in the Army as a medic. It took her some time to find her true calling as a teacher but she 

brings a variety of life experiences and unique work/school situations to better relate to 

the students. She chose Santa Fe ISD because she feels like she can make a difference here.

The one thing she is most excited about for the 2022-2023 school year is to become a great 

role model for the students and get them as excited about science as she is! She will be 

teaching at Santa Fe Junior High.  Please welcome Gretchen to our TRIBE!

Elisabeth Rowley
Elisabeth is excited to be joining the team at Santa Fe High School in the 22-23 school 

year! She graduated from the University of Houston-Clear Lake in May 2022 with a 

Master of Arts in Teaching and previously graduated from Montana State University with 

a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering and a minor in math. After moving to 

Houston and working in the energy field for a few years, she decided she wanted to share 

her love of math and science with students by finally pursuing her first passion, teaching! 

She has previously worked at Clear Lake Intermediate School, where she student taught 

8th-grade math. She loves spending time outdoors, cooking, gardening, and reading. She 

chose Santa Fe because she loved the feeling of community on campus, and is excited to 

experience her first year of developing her own mathematics classroom and teaching 

practice! Please welcome Elisabeth to our TRIBE!

Makayla Cadajas
Makayla graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University with a B.S. in 

Interdisciplinary Studies (EC-6) and will be beginning graduate school this 

summer. She has worked for Santa Fe ISD for two years; her first year in 

literacy intervention at Barnett and her second year in Prekindergarten at 

Kubacak. Both positions have helped her grow as an educator and only made 

her even more sure of her decision to become a teacher! Outside of work and 

school, she loves to read, do puzzles, and spend time with her family. She has 

five nieces, four nephews, and one fur baby who make her world go round. She 

absolutely loves working for Santa Fe ISD and is so excited to return “home” to 

Barnett Elementary for the 2022-2023 school year as a first-grade teacher! 

Please welcome Makayla back to our TRIBE!

Lauren Plite
Lauren will be the librarian for Santa Fe Junior High. She graduated from Santa Fe 

High School and attended Texas A&M University in College Station for her bachelor’s 

degree in education. She conducted her student teaching at Bayside Intermediate in 

CCISD and then taught 6th and 7th grade ELA there for 4 years. She returned to school 

for her Master's in Library Science at Texas Woman's University and became a librarian 

at Dickinson High School for 3 years. She has always wanted to teach in Santa Fe, as it is 

where she was educated and has lived most of her life, and she is excited for the 

opportunity to educate young minds in the same town in which she lives. She and her 

husband have 2 daughters, Lilly and Emma, and another on the way due in June. She 

enjoys spending time on their land, working in the landscape and garden, reading, and 

going on little vacations with her family. She is looking forward to a successful 2022-

2023 school year. Please welcome Lauren to our TRIBE!
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Rodrick Johnson
Rodrick graduated from Ball High in 2004. He was 1st team all-district linebacker, 

honorable mention all-State honors linebacker, and Top 100 Texas Football Players in 

Texas. He earned a full athletic scholarship to Oklahoma State University where he 

graduated with a degree in education. After college, he was able to sign as an undrafted 

free agent with the New York Jets. His prior experience has been as a defensive line coach 

at Ball High, a defensive line coach and special teams coordinator at Bay City High School, 

co-defensive coordinator at Madison High School, special teams coordinator and 

linebacker coach at Southern Arkansas University, and linebacker coach for Texas City 

High School. He is coming to Santa Fe to be a part of the community. His goal is to become

a community leader and a mentor in our district, helping our students become positive 

leaders! He wants to say thank you for trusting and believing in him! He will be teaching 

and coaching at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Rodrick to our tribe!

 

Cassandra Partida
Cassandra has been in Santa Fe for about eight months, having moved from Katy. She 

is originally from Illinois and graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 

with a Bachelor's in Science of Education and a minor in Adaptive Education. She is 

currently living on 14 acres of land with her family, some Longhorns, a Donkey, and 

the occasional stray pigs that visit for snacks. In Wisconsin, she taught 1st grade 

virtually due to the pandemic and is beyond happy that Barnett Elementary is her 

first in-person school. From the moment she walked in as a substitute, she has felt 

welcomed and amazed at how wonderful the staff and students have been. Outside of 

Barnett, she enjoys feeding the farm animals, sitting by the pool, floating rivers, and 

spending time with family. She looks forward to a wonderful journey here at Barnett 

Elementary. Please welcome Cassandra to our TRIBE!

Taylor Danesi

Taylor graduated from Texas A&M and worked in local government for 

eight years before coming to education. She began as a substitute for 

SFISD and then accepted a certified teaching position with Texas City ISD 

during the 2021-2022 school year. She enjoys doing anything outdoors and 

spending time with her husband and two children. She is thrilled to be 

joining the 5th-grade team at Wollam Elementary and cannot wait to see 

what the 2022-2023 school year has in store! Please welcome Taylor to our 

TRIBE!

Lisa Gerky
Lisa is so excited to be joining SFISD next school year.  She and her husband grew up 

in Texas City and both went to Texas A&M University.  When they got married in 

2007, their first house was in Santa Fe.  After many moves and two awesome kids, it 

feels like they are coming back home!  She has taught math for 9 years and 

absolutely loves showing students that they too can be a "math person".  She is also 

thrilled to have her children be part of SFISD.  Her son, Connor, will be going into 

4th grade and her daughter, Kenley, will be going into 7th.  They are looking forward 

to an exciting new start full of sports, friends, and community. She will be teaching 

math at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Lisa to our TRIBE!

Haley Hawkins
Haley has a beautiful, sassy daughter, two sweet bonus sons, and a 

wonderful boyfriend of two years. She graduated from Santa Fe and 

worked at a daycare after high school. In her free time, she enjoys 

spending time with her daughter and family, hunting, fishing, and 

making crafts. A few of her favorite things are coffee, KitKats, sloths, 

and having fun! She is so excited to be a part of the next generation's 

lives and watch them grow. She has joined the Creative Explorers 

team. Please welcome Haley to our TRIBE!
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James Shepherd
James earned his master's degree from UHCL in Exercise and Sports Performance in 

2010. Football has always been a big part of his life. He has been coaching football 

since 2004 when he served as the assistant O-Line coach at Eastern New Mexico 

University while he was completing his undergraduate. He came back to the 

Houston area and coached for 2 seasons at North Forest before moving on to Texas 

City where he has been for the last 10 years. When he's not coaching, he enjoys 

fishing. He is married to his beautiful wife, Karen. They have three amazing children, 

Joshua, Katelyn, and Jonathan. He is excited to be joining "The Tribe" and is looking 

forward to great things to come for many years. He will be teaching and coaching at 

Santa Fe High School. Please welcome James to our tribe!

 

Jakelyn Ochoa
Jakelyn's favorite thing to do is take the kids to Jiu-Jitsu and watch 

them perform and learn new techniques.  She chose Wollam 
Elementary not only because both of her kids attend school there 

but because the staff is so friendly and kind! She is excited to see 

where her new position leads her and what the future has in store 

for her. Please welcome Jakelyn to our TRIBE!

Kevin Palmer
Kevin graduated from Texas A&M Kingsville. He is married to his wife, Hallie.  She is a 

proud Santa Fe High School graduate, class of 2001.  They have three children Luke (8), 

Avery (5), and Hank (4).  They live in Santa Fe and he is very excited to be working at 

Santa Fe ISD.  He previously taught and coached at S.A. Roosevelt High School, Hays 

High School in Buda, and Texas City High School. He enjoys spending time with his 

family and watching their children participate in sports and dance.  He chose Santa Fe 

because this is a hard-working community with great people.  His wife was born and 

raised in Santa Fe, and he feels very blessed to have an opportunity to work in this great 

town. He and his family are very excited about their new journey and will be dedicated 

to helping our student-athletes grow into productive citizens.  he will be teaching and 

coaching at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Kevin to our TRIBE!

Lauren Campise

Lauren currently attends UHCL and will graduate with her EC-6 

teaching certification in December. She has a little boy who is her 

whole world! He will attend Barnett as a first-grader next school year. 

She enjoys cooking, crafting, reading, and spending time with her 

friends and family. From her internship in 2021 to being hired on as a 

long-term sub, she has learned so much. She truly loves being at 

Barnett Elementary and is very excited to see what this next school 

year will bring! Please welcome Lauren to our TRIBE!

Ashley Creel
Ashley is from Friendswood, Texas. She and her husband have a 4-

year-old son and a 2-year-old daughter who will attend SFISD. Ashley 

has loved being a stay-at-home mom and spending time with her 

family and friends. In her free time, she likes to paint, as well as 

decorate and shop, but most of all she enjoys being outside with her 

family and pet Yorkie. She is so excited to start working with the 

students at Wollam Elementary! Please welcome Ashley to our 

TRIBE!
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Jessica Ramos
Jessica grew up in Killeen, Texas, and graduated from Killeen High School in 2001. 

She moved to League City in 2005. She married her high school sweetheart in May of 

2007 and they now have three amazing kids together - a 14-year-old, a 9-year-old, and 

a 3-year-old. They moved to Santa Fe in 2021. She instantly fell in love with the 

community and knew she wanted to work for S.F.I.S.D. She was in the banking 

industry for 15 years but has always seen herself working at an elementary school. 

She enjoys baking, crafting, reading, and spending time with her family. She is very 

excited to join S.F.I.S.D.!  She will be working as a SPED aide at Wollam Elementary. 

She can’t wait to help educate and guide our future! Please welcome Jessica to our 

tribe!

 

Tabitha Butler
Tabitha is from Galveston. She graduated from Texas State University in 2007 with a 

bachelor’s degree in English. She taught first grade in Washington while her husband was 

in the Army. She has a master’s degree in C&I from UT Arlington. They moved back to 

Texas when her husband retired from the Army. Seven years ago, she began teaching 6th 

and 7th grade ELA at Odyssey Academy and has been the volleyball and basketball coach 

and co-sponsor for student council. She is excited to coach freshman volleyball! Her 

children, Logan, 13, and Landon, 11, will be joining her in SFISD. She has heard nothing but 

wonderful things about this district and is so grateful that she will now get to be a part of it! 

Her hobbies include watching her boys play sports (baseball, soccer, tennis, and football), 

reading, repurposing furniture, crafts, playing volleyball and softball, attending Astros 

games, painting, and competing with her boys at places like Top Golf, Dave and Busters, 

and bowling! Please welcome Tabitha to our TRIBE!

Madison Long

Madison is a soon-to-be graduate of the University of Houston - Clear 

Lake with a degree in Art & Design and a certification to teach EC-12 Art. 

She is a single mother of three awesome kids and they call Disney 

World their home away from home. She was born and raised in 

Galveston County and is a proud Dickinson Gator. However, throughout 

her internship at Barnett, she fell in love with Santa Fe ISD and is so 

happy to be joining the tribe! She will be teaching Art at Santa Fe Junior 
High. Please welcome Madison to our TRIBE!

Tyler Childs
Tyler was born in Nederland, TX but currently lives in Pearland. He 

has been married for 8 years, has a four-year-old and a one-year-old, 

and a dog named, Fritz. He graduated from Lamar University in 2009. 

He has been teaching for 12 years. He enjoys playing golf. He chose 

Santa Fe ISD because he received excellent recommendations from 

professionals with whom he has worked and whom he trusts. He is 

excited about the opportunity to teach advanced-level courses. He will 

be teaching at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Tyler to our 

TRIBE!

Maria Woodall
Maria Woodall is very excited about joining the Santa Fe ISD community! Even 

though she was not born in Texas, she is a country girl at heart who loves 

barbecue, country music, and the rodeo. She loves to go camping, travel, and 

spend time with her family, especially her grandchildren. She brings more than 

20 years of teaching experience with an undergraduate degree in Spanish and 

English Language Arts and postgraduate degrees in Reading and Instructional 

Leadership. She has served in Houston ISD and Clear Creek ISD as a bilingual 

teacher, reading specialist, instructional coach, and campus ESL lead. Maria 

firmly believes that all students can succeed and cannot wait to have students at 

Santa Fe High School hablando español! Please welcome Maria to our TRIBE!
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Catie Nabours

Catie is so excited to join the Santa Fe Junior High team! She graduated from the 

University of Houston- Clear Lake in December of 2020 with a BS in Mathematics 

and a 4-8 certification. She is married and has two little boys (4 and 11 months). She 

loves going to Disney World with her family, doing DIY projects, and organizing. 

She is most excited about learning and growing in her first year of teaching in 

Santa Fe ISD! Please welcome Catie to our tribe!

 

Christina Blake

Christina will be a SPED paraprofessional at Santa Fe 
Junior High. Please welcome Christina to our tribe!

 

Kimberly Grimes

Kimberly is joining the Special Education 
Department as an LSSP Intern. Please welcome 

Kimberly to our TRIBE!

Madison Walker
Madison is a current SFA student studying Interdisciplinary Studies 

with a focus on Early Childhood through 5th-grade education. She has 

worked as a teacher's aide at SFA’s Early Childhood Laboratory. She 

recently moved back to Santa Fe where she wanted to continue 

working with early childhood students. She and her three older 

brothers all attended school in SFISD. She likes to spend her time 

hanging out with family and friends. She has joined the Creative 
Explorers team. Please welcome Madison to our TRIBE!

Don Howard
Don is coming to Santa Fe from Texas City where he worked with coach Ryder for the 

last two years.  He also worked with coach Ryder in Sealy, Texas for six years.  He and 

his wife, Evelyn, have four daughters, Eden, Kasey, Tayler, and Marie.  They also have 

two grandsons, Case and Dax.  Most of his free time is spent with the family.  He grew 

up in west Texas and attended New Mexico State University.  He has coached high 

school football for 28 years, thirteen years in New Mexico, and the last fifteen years 

back in Texas.  He is looking forward to being part of the Santa Fe Indian family and 

working with this great teaching and coaching staff.  He is excited to start working 

with the student-athletes and to get this football season underway.  He will be 

teaching and coaching at Santa Fe High School. Please welcome Don to our TRIBE!
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