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June 26, 2020 
 

Dear SFISD Families, 
 
We hope this letter finds you and your family healthy, safe and enjoying the summer! In an 
effort to prepare for a safe and healthy start of the 2020-2021 school year, SFISD established a 
“Back to School Re-Start Committee”, representative of staff, students, parents, community 
members, and health and counseling partners. This dedicated committee has been working 
since the end of the school year to consider scenarios, examine several areas of focus to 
research, evaluate resources, seek input and feedback to guide us in our decision making, and 
make recommendations, based on data from a variety of sources to determine the very best 
options for a safe and healthy return to school in 2020-2021. The District would like to share 
the following priorities in areas that the committee has identified and are establishing and 
refine guidelines and recommendations for the start of the 2020-2021 school year: 
 

• Instruction, Learning and District Calendar: school calendar options, school day/time 

adjustments, in class instruction and virtual/hybrid learning options including guidelines 

and procedures for best practices, rigorous instruction, and safety requirements. SFISD 

will offer in class and at home learning options for students and parents. The SFISD 

approved calendar is posted on the website with a school start date of Aug. 13, 2020; 

however, school hours may be amended. The committee is preparing additional options 

for adjustments as needed throughout the year.   

• Safety, Operations, and Business services: establish maintenance/custodial/facilities 

procedures and health/safety guidelines within school safety measures, transportation 

guidelines and procedures, nutrition services procedures, technology support for in class 

and virtual learning, consideration of financial impact on district operations. 

• Healthcare and Support: health screenings, procedures for students, staff and visitors. 

Training for staff to support students and parents returning to school, including plans for 

physical environment procedures and staff support.  Social emotional learning and 

support for students and staff, including procedures for responding to cases of COVID-

19. 

• Extracurricular/Co-curricular: procedures for each sport/fine arts activity/after school 

club, guidance from UIL, health screenings, facilities and equipment sanitization, indoor 
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vs. outdoor activities, transportation to and from events, spectators, booster clubs, 

concession guidelines and procedures. 

• Communications: a robust communication plan for starting and operating school, 

including all district operational and priority areas with a focus on our mission and goals 

as a district in providing a healthy and safe learning environment for students and staff. 

In order to establish protocols and best practices for our district, this committee has taken into 
consideration recommendations from experts in various fields including (but not limited to) the 
Texas Education Agency, the Center for Disease Control, the Governor’s Executive Orders, and 
local and state health agencies to ensure that the start of the 2020-2021 school year will 
provide a high-quality and safe educational experience for all students.  
 
As a District, our focus remains on providing necessary support to our staff, students, and their 
families. As always, our primary concentration is meeting the needs of every student in SFISD 
and providing a quality education where every child succeeds and is prepared for the next level, 
while maintaining a safe, healthy and supportive environment. Santa Fe ISD and our greater 
Santa Fe community has been determined throughout this pandemic to work together to 
become better and stronger, as individuals and as a district. 
 
As specific guidelines and protocols are finalized in the next few weeks, we will again reach out 
to you for input and feedback. We will continue to communicate updates on our website, social 
media channels, School Messenger and Skyward email system. As always, our partnership and 
your support is important as we work to ensure our students and staff are comfortable, and 
ready to start school. We are looking forward to welcoming our students and staff back to our 
schools very soon! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Dr. Leigh Wall, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Santa Fe ISD  
 


